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Director nomination bios 

 

Mr Dale Cleaver 

Dale Cleaver is currently the CEO of Guide Dogs NSW/ACT and former Chairman, 

Australian Blindness Forum. Former CEO of Campbell Page LTD, Royal District Nursing 

Service SA, Australian Red Cross- National Office, Australian Red Cross – South 

Australia; Board Member Centre of Eye Health; Member of the Australian Institute of 

Company Directors; Fellow of the Australian Institute of Management; Former Board 

Director, Spastic Centres of South Australia; Honorary Life member of Spastic Centres of 

South Australia; Former Chairman Volunteering SA. Qualifications: Bachelor of Arts 

(Social Work), Senior Exec Leadership and Coaching Program. Dale was co-opted to the 

Vision 2020 Australia Board in March 2019. 

 

Mr Andrew Harris 

Andrew Harris is a well-known Melbourne-based optometrist, registered with the 

Optometry Board of Australia since 1990 and running his own optometry practice in North 

Melbourne since 1992. Andrew has held key leadership roles across the optometry 

profession for nearly 20 years, most recently as Optometry Australia’s National President 

from 2007-2014, after serving in leadership positions with both optometry Victoria and the 

Australian College of Optometry. Andrew was first elected to the Vision 2020 Australia 

Board in 2016, bringing a wealth of experience, both as a clinical optometrist and in 

leadership and advocacy roles across the sector. 
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Ms Dee Hopkins 

I’m an actively passionate advocate in reducing the incidence and impact of vision loss- 

my father lost his sight to age related macular degeneration. 

I can bring 24 years’ experience in CEO roles as well as directorships on national and 

state boards including positions such as Chair of Audit and Risk. I have 15 years executive 

leadership experience in advocacy and service provision in health, disability, aged care 

and mental health. 

My motivation to be part of the Board is to bring an evidence-based, patient perspective to 

V2020A’s governance and contribute to the strategic imperatives of V2020A and its 

members.  

 

Ms Maureen O’Keefe 

Maureen O’Keefe has been CEO of the Australian College of Optometry since 2013 and is 

passionate about improving eye health outcomes for people experiencing disadvantage 

and most vulnerable. Maureen has held both governance and management leadership 

roles in health, research and education throughout her career. Since Maureen’s first 

appointment to the Vision 2020 Australia Board in November 2013 she has made and 

active contribution, most recently as Deputy Chair of the Board and member of the 

Corporate and Governance Standing Committee, while having previously held the position 

of Chair of the Audit and Finance Standing Committee. Maureen’s skills and expertise are 

in the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander sector, prevention and early intervention and 

global sector, she has also played an active role on policy committees, in particular the 

Aboriginal and Torres Straight Islander Committee and the Strong Eyes Strong 

Communities Working Group. She regularly participates in the CEO meetings and the 

Parliamentary Friends Group for Eye Health and Vision Care events. As Deputy Chair of 

the Vision 2020 Australia Board and a member of the Global Committee, Maureen has 

appeared as a witness at the public hearing for the inquiry into strategic effectiveness and 

outcomes of Australia’s aid program in the Indo-Pacific and its role in supporting our role in 

regional interests.  
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Mr Tony Starkey 

Tony Starkey has been part of the Eye Health and Vision Rehabilitation sector for over 30 

years. As a person with lived experience of severe vision loss Tony has an extensive 

knowledge of Rehabilitation Services, Public Policy covering Eye Health and Disability / 

Aged Care. Tony is currently President of the Blind Welfare Association, employed by the 

Royal Society for the Blind SA and a previous Director of Blind Citizens Australia and the 

Australian Blindness Forum. Tony was involved with the formation of Vision 2020 Australia 

and maintained a keen interest in its development. 


